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2. (3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 60-63 {renumber as 1-4) . . 
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1) The amendment filed 7/14/2005 is acknowledged. Claims 1-59 
have been canceled. 

2) Claims 60-63 are allowed. 

A recording/reproducing apparatus comprising a first magnetic 
head for recording a signal onto a recording medium and a second 
magnetic head for reproducing the signal recorded on the recording 
medium wherein the first magnetic head comprises a first substrate, 
a first magnetic head core provided on the first substrate, having 
a first magnetic gap, a coil provided in such a manner that at 
least a portion of the first magnetic head core is surrounded by 
the coil, wherein the first magnetic head core is provided in such 
a manner that a thickness direction of the first magnetic head core 
around the first magnetic gap is substantially the same as a track 
width direction of the recording medium and the second magnetic 
head comprises a second substrate, a second magnetic head core 
provided on the second substrate having a second magnetic gap a 
first magneto-resistance device provided on the second magnetic 
head core, wherein the first magneto-resistance device comprises an 
insulating layer provided on the second magnetic head core and a 
pinned layer provided on a side opposite to the second magnetic, 
head core of the insulating layer, wherein a magnetization 
direction is not easily rotated in the pinned layer, wherein the 
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second magnetic head core comprises a soft magnetic layer provided 
at a position corresponding to the second insulating layer and the 
soft magnetic layer functions as a free layer of the first magneto- 
resistance device, wherein a magnetization direction is easily 
rotated in the free layer, as recited in the independent claims, 
are not found or suggested in the prior art of record. 

3) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Primary 
Examiner TAN X. DINH whose telephone number is (571)273-8300. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00AM to 
5:00PM. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (571)273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system . 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov/ . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact 
the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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